[image: County Logo 2011 B&W 300ppi letterhead]Matthew J. Collins
Director, Division of Parks
19600 75th Street, Suite 122-1
Bristol, Wisconsin 53104
Office: (262) 857-1850
Fax: (262) 857-1885
COUNTY OF KENOSHA

Department of Public Works & Development Services
Raymond G. Arbet, Director


[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Works/Facilities Committee Parks Division
Status Report for September 2017


· West End Park Superintendent: Adam Schultz started as new west region park superintendent on 8/28/17 as part of the west end superintendent succession plan.  

· Flood Impact on Parks: Need to reseed approximately five acres of grass at Fox River Park due to flood waters.  Staff currently working on site preparation. (See attached pictures). 

· Petrifying Springs Park 
· Barn Demo: Work has started on barn demo (see attached pictures).  

· KD Park: 
· Recreational Boating Facilities (RBF) grant:  No decision on RBF grant award due to outstanding state budget agreement. 
· Prairie restoration project: Starting to prep KD Park for both Phase I & Phase II prairie restoration.  DNR funded the spraying of invasive species (Phragmites) on western side of park & parks staff will spray grass area on SE side of park for Phase I.  

Past Event Attendance Totals
	8/1
	Tots in the Park, Petrifying Springs Park
	12

	8/2
	CrossFit, Petrifying Springs Park
	Canceled – Weather 

	8/3
	Wildlife Explorers, Petrifying Springs Park
	9

	8/4
	Movie Night, Petrifying Springs Park - The Pursuit of Happiness
	100

	8/5
	Kenosha County Parks 90th Anniversary Party, Petrifying Springs Park
	13,000

	8/7
	Yoga, Petrifying Springs Park
	22

	8/8
	Tots in the Park, Petrifying Springs Park
	5

	8/9
	Running Free Series Run/Walk, Petrifying Springs Park
	15

	8/9
	CrossFit, Petrifying Springs Park
	10

	8/10
	Wildlife Explorers, Petrifying Springs Park
	5

	8/11
	Movie Night, Petrifying Springs Park - Despicable Me
	150

	8/14
	Yoga, Petrifying Springs Park
	25

	8/15
	Tots in the Park, Petrifying Springs Park
	8

	8/16
	CrossFit, Petrifying Springs Park
	16

	8/17
	Wildlife Explorers, Petrifying Springs Park
	6

	8/18
	Movie Night, Petrifying Springs - Hidden Figures
	200

	8/20
	Running Free Series Run/Walk Trail and Beach Party
	50




· Summer Program & event overview: 
· Yoga in the Park: 244 total attendees 
· CrossFit in the Park: 112 total attendees 
· Tots in the Park: 158 total attendees 
· Wildlife Explorers: 94 total attendees 
· Movie Nights: 1,742 total attendees 

· Upcoming Events: 
· 9/9 – Old Settler’s Park Oktoberfest 
· 9/15-9/16 – Wisconsin Mountain Bike Endurance Series – Silver Lake Park 
· 9/16 – Wilmot Mountain Ski Resort Epic Promise Volunteer Day 
· 9/16 – Pringle Fall Fun Fest/International Migratory Bird Day 
· 9/29-9/24 – Petrifying Spring Park Biergarten Oktoberfest 
· 9/30 – Fall Wheel Ride

· Pringle Nature Center: See attached reports.


















Fox River Park Flooding 
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Pets North Barn Demo 


















KD Park Prairie Restoration 
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Pringle Nature Center Reports:
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June Naturalist Report
Pringle Board Meeting
July 19, 2017

Educational Programs (School Groups): Went out to Prairie Lane Elementary for their annual Wisconsin Day to talk about fossils. Was given a chair this year! The students did a really good job at figuring out the fossils and why they were found where they were.

Dimensions of Learning came out for their third of three Mighty Acorns visits and just being one class (versus three with the other schools), they pulled about the same amount as the other schools during their visit. With it being a new teacher for the fifth graders, encouraged him to come back next school year using the reason of “it fits our school mission”.

Grayslake Outdoor Adventure Camp came for the Soils program. The students were good scientists when it came to reverse engineering the soil recipe. Had seen a different way to cut the apple for the “How Much Soil is There?” activity that worked better with the dull knife.

Educational Programs (Summer Camp): Since the Junior Naturalist camps don’t have as many registered as in previous past 2-3 years, sent an e-mail out to all the parents making sure to reiterate that if they can’t make it, to please let the center know so we can contact the other family so they weren’t coming out unnecessarily. They were also told they could come closer to 10 a.m. since it was such a small group. For the “Where the Wild Things Are” camp, tried to do drop traps in the prairie to capture small animals. Only caught insects. In the “Four Elements” camp, had the campers use an “old school” and “new school” wind meter to see if one was better than the other. Found a great activity for the “Day is Night” which included making a device to help tell what time it is by using the moon.

The Observation & Creation camps are very messy! For the “Slime & Scales” camp found out why when made the slime the last time this theme was done, why it was being done wrong. Was pleasantly surprised when the kids listened to the “add the magic water a little at a time”. Edited the “Water Everywhere” camp to change it up a bit since realized one of the activities was done in a previous year. For “Fur & Feathers”, since there wasn’t enough kids for all to be paired up for a fur trading game, one of the kids was partnered with the naturalist. They enjoyed the naturalist’s fake French accent.

A few of the parents stick around for the Little Naturalist program, but for the most part, the kids are able to be by themselves (no homesickness. Yet.) Behavior is a little more rambunctious for this year’s campers. Week one, putting a bubble in the mouth to get the kids to listen worked while it didn’t work for week two. Week two it was pointing out all the good listeners. The campers were good listeners when it came to observing the snake being fed a snake.

Activities (Naturalist Led): The sky decided to open up and downpour right at the start of the Nature Story Time program. Another family had shown up at the time, but instead of waiting out the rain, they headed home. By the end of the story and song, the sun was out again.

With the threat of rain, Mud Day had fewer participants from last year, but did receive a front page article in the Kenosha News. Summer campers who participated in Mud Day always seek out the mud pit when the group walks past it. A boot was almost lost to the pit.

Building Rentals (Other): Had a graduation party for a building rental. One of the relatives used to work for the parks. One of the better rental groups to have at the center. 

Misc: After some delay, the Milkweed plugs were delivered and planted.
The county was able to install programmable thermostats and put a locking case over them so that they can’t be turned too low or too high and damage the units. 

Pringle was listed on the Only in Wisconsin Facebook page as “23 Nature Centers in Wisconsin That Are Perfect for a Daytrip Adventure.”

Were once again invited to Trevor-Wilmot Elementary’s Back-to-School bash in September.

With KUSD’s new science curriculum, we are starting to see teachers set up field trips earlier than normal.
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